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'ravel noticeboard

MYSTERY GUEST WE SEND A WRITER UNDER THE COVERS. ..
THIS WEEK: PEACOCK HOTEL, ROWSLEY, DERBYSHIRE

A BISCUNT. That's wihal was
on offer when we regquiested
sogoimetling with tea i the
Tounee, having worked up an
hppetite with o owalk I the
lewely Derbvshire countryside,
Scones? Sindwiches? Nope,
Althoueh the delectable Chats-
worth Farm Shop s only three
miles down the road, o dry
biscuit {one each) was all we
could haves

Fortunately, the meals in
this small, 16-room  country
house hotel, in a building dat-
ing fram 1652, compensated,
Boled and poached egpys ot
= Dreablinsl were done to perfee
tion, and an atbentive wailer
cnsured thal we nevir ran ol
ol butler or toast, (Ending
Brvakfast at 9.30am on o Sun-
day is a little mean, however,)
A poeughmans  lunely wilh
laval Horington stilton in the
coy e was deliclous, and the
ovening meal In the simar
clining reon wis o triumph,

Frivndls joined us for supper
anid we sampled many of the
dishes o the poed=value
menu (£25 for three courses).
Townstes] brioche with parma
ham, poached cag and aspara-
gus  scangn i lemonede
—satler; and an excellent roast
heel witly all the trimmings
wire highlighls, Service, after
i slow slarl during drinks
the lounge. was prompt.

The Peacock serves excellent feod at modest pricos

When we hmd booked, re
(JUesHing a twin roon, we wiere
impressed with the wiy stall
called us back o discuss the
rooms available. And when we
arrived, the manager apolo-
gised  lor  the  scaflolding
oulside our bedroom window,
plthoagh  the building work
didn’t frouble us

Room B wias o pood siee,
with comfortable beds, lovely
old wooden furmilure, a pood
miusic svslem and proper hair-

ilryer. “The windowless bath-
room, however, was Liny, with
nol enough room  for our
sponge bags, which irmtatingly
hadd 1o be lelt on the Roor, and
insullicient clothes hooks.
The hotel s popular with
anglers, who come for the trout
in the River Wy Nishing prints
on the walls take up the theme.
Burt the hotel s far from fusty,
A revamp has brought the addi-
tion of funky preen velvet-
coveredl chairs in the lounge

aned steikimge maove walls o the
dining room, though the decor
e b5 o DL potby: o g,
monachrome  photograph of
the  Flavana - waleeleont  §s,
baffiingly, lramed by two sels
ol antlers,

Cath Urquhart

Bottom line: Cath Lrguharl
paid £246 for dinner, B&B for
two paople, including full
English breakfast and wine
with dinner,

Sampling the fare: Excollont
tood at modeost prices.

What we think: A well-run
retreal for & counbry wookond.,
Best thing: The food,

Worst thing: The biscuil,
Access all areas: Mo,
Wheelchair users can raach
the dining room, but not the
badroams.

Nead to know: The Feacook,
Rowsley, Derbyshire

(D1E29 TIISLE, www.
Lhepeacockatrowsley.com).
Room: 6 aut of 10,

Food: 8 aut of 10,

Sorvieo: 7 oul of 10,

Have you stayed at the
Peacock Hotal? Do you
agree or disagree with our
raview? Go to www.times
online.co,uk/aplacetostay
and Post a Comment.



